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A Look Back on 2004 and
Forward to 2005

Last year at this time we indicated the Board had two primary 
objectives for 2004, to put C.A.R.E. on a more solid financial  footing and
to help more animals find homes, with a specific goal of adopting out 300
during the year.  We’re very pleased to report that the fiscal measures
we’ve implemented over the past year are working and that WE ARE on
a more solid financial footing now.  We had a record membership in 2004,
the low cost spay-neuter clinic continues to be very busy and we are now
making plans to add on to our kennel facility, which will house our office
volunteers, a new surgery room and new laundry facilities. Regarding
adoptions, the numbers are now in and, though we didn’t reach our goal
of 300, we did place 220 animals (115 dogs and 105 cats). In assessing
why we missed our adoption goal, we’ve asked ourselves if, and how, we
could have improved.   

Continued on page 6.
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
There isn’t enough space to thank all our volunteers, members, contributors and business supporters who
provide specific services to C.A.R.E. or who allow us the opportunity to place our collection boxes in their offices
for donations.

In this issue of the Chronicles we would like to specifically thank our volunteers.  Some of them work directly
with our animals, seven days per week, sometimes twice each day.  Others pet, play with and socialize our 
animals in their spare time.  Some maintain our 3 acre facility and keep our equipment operating or replaced in
a timely manner (remember the multiple washing machines ?).  Some answer our 30-50 phone calls each day,
often a stressful because of the number of people wanting to “turn-in” animals and our necessity to limit intakes.
Some put our animals on “Petfinder” at night, when they can get on the computer system, and they try to match
animals with callers.  Others make spay-neuter appointments, on the phone at home, after busy days at work.
They serve on our Board of Directors, making speeches about C.A.R.E., looking after our finances and 
planning improvements to our operation. Some attend special events to “spread-the-word” about C.A.R.E.
Some do data entry in our “books” on their weekends.  We even have a volunteer that coordinates our 
volunteer and community service worker programs.  Our volunteers work THOUSANDS of unpaid hours each
year and their contributions to our success goes on and on.  We can’t say enough good things about our 
wonderful volunteers.  All we can do is give them a very sincere thank you.  They may be unpaid, but they know
they are making the lives of many homeless animals better, one by one and a day at a time.  If only these 
animals could talk!
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More From the Doc
Ahhhhh.  Another year has past. And as I age my senses have become somewhat dulled by the chronic 
exposure of man’s insensitivity to man and to animals. And then I am invited to a Christmas affair where an
appetizer called foie gras is being served. Suddenly a nerve is struck. My emotions go wild with anger and 
disbelief. And I ask myself how any human being can be a part of the process that brings this “food” to our
plates. For those of you who do not know, foie gras is the liver of ducks or geese that are force fed huge 
quantities of cornmeal mush.  The force feeding involves shoving a pipe down a duck’s throat two to three times
a day for two to three weeks and forcing food into their stomach.  Consequently, the duck’s liver swells to 10
times its normal size intentionally creating a terrible condition called fatty liver disease. The ducks are 
slaughtered and the fatty liver is sold to gourmet shops and at some upscale restaurants. Attempts at 
legislation to ban force feeding have usually been unsuccessful.  

Now I am sure that some of you are asking at this point, what does this have to do with C.A.R.E.?  Perhaps
nothing. Or perhaps it has to do with the fact that we are all ONE.  And when someone hurts an animal they
are hurting you and they are hurting me. And in as much as I care very much about you, I feel compelled to
raise awareness to try to prevent further suffering. So I am taking this space to ask you to boycott anything to
do with the force feeding of ducks and geese and with the subsequent production of foie gras. If you see it on
a menu or in a shop, remember that it is not green and it is not grown in a garden and you do not want it!  

Stay well.  

Dr. Hal Ott

Betsy Hinderliter
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One Bark Avenue
Scruffy’s Story

Anyone who has ever adopted or at least tried to adopt a dog from me knows
the importance I put on keeping dogs on heartworm prevention. About 98 
percent of the adult dogs we take in at C.A.R.E. are heartworm positive. This
is such a preventable disease with one monthly pill or a shot every six months.
The following is a story about a dog that came to C.A.R.E. with
heartworms:

Scruffy came to the shelter on May 6, 2004 as a very sick, barely 9 pound dog
about 9 years old.  He was relinquished by a man who had lost his home and
was living in his car with his two dogs. Both dogs were in bad shape. 
Flea-infested and emaciated, the prognosis for the two was guarded. Further

testing showed that they both had intestinal parasites as well as heartworms. Scruffy’s friend seemed to be the
healthiest of the pair and responded well to the deworming and stable diet with heartworm treatment and a new
home in the near future. On the other hand, Scruffy wasn’t eating or drinking. He became very dehydrated and
just plain sick with a heart murmur and periodontal disease.  His prognosis became increasingly poor. I took
Scruffy into my home and my heart.  In less than 24 hours he was eating chicken prepared just for him, 
sleeping in my bed, and winning over all the other occupants of his new home (human and canine).  With heart
medication and antibiotics he seemed to thrive.  His weight went up to 15 lbs. and his energy level increased
along with his appetite. After another trip to the Vet, even in his healthier state, he still could not undergo 
heartworm treatment that would possibly extend his life. He has good days and bad days.

This brings us to December 28, 2004.  Scruffy had a bad morning. He didn’t want to get out of bed and I had
to carry him outside. I know death is inevitable but not now.  I have grown so attached that the thought of him
not with me is too hard to bear. You see he follows me everywhere and patiently waits until it’s time to lie on our
favorite couch. He’s as dedicated to me as I am to him.

It's such a shame that had Scruffy been given just one small pill a month, it would have prevented the 
heartworm that is killing him and so many other dogs. Don’t believe that just because your dog isn’t outside very
much that he/she is immune. Every dog regardless of their outside activity should be on some type of hear worm 
prevention.  And as for Scruffy, he has made it through another day.  Maybe tomorrow will be a good day.

Auggie
Auggie's heritage is unknown. He was
picked up wandering the streets. He weighs
about 30 pounds and seems to be a well
behaved pleasant dog that would do well in
anyone's home. He will be neutered when
our Clinic schedule permits.

Jasper
Jasper is 2 1/2 years old with beautiful white
fur with tabby markings. He was brought to
our shelter by a Vet hoping we would find
him a loving home. Jasper is very friendly
and loves to play. Jasper is micro chipped.

Tequila
Tequila is 4 months old. He is a brown 
darker striped Tabby. He is a little shy but
likes to be with people. He needs a loving
home and someone that dotes on him. He
is Micro chipped.Ta
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Gloria Blue

AADDOOPPTTEEDD!!

NOTE: On December 29, 2004 at
2:00 am Scruffy passed away.
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Letters to C.A.R.E.
I hope everything is going well at C.A.R.E. I had a great time appearing
in your calendar this year for the month of April. I'll be two years
old on my birthday next week. At my party I get to eat ice cream
especially for dogs and I'm very excited about that! I just love to
hang around the pool with my Mom and Dad. They are giving me my own
doggy lawn chair so I won't have to use the human version that my legs
keep slipping through. Have a wonderful holiday season and thanks
again for taking care of me during my stay with you all.

Love,
Sam (AKA "Lime Juice")

“To the great staff at CARE:  Merry Christmas.  Star is doing great!
She had her yearly checkup exam and shots the other day and didn’t
even flinch when receiving the shots.  She’s so brave and we’re lucky
to have her in our family”          

Brenda, Brian and Erynn

“Here are our November and December donations.  Thank you for 
finding a good home for Kristy and for taking care of Dallas while she
waited for a good home (we saw her picture in the paper).  God bless
you all, and Merry Christmas.”      

Marshall and Laura

“We would like to contribute to your organization…Our Brownie Troop
279 toured the Boyette Animal Hospital as a field trip.  Dr.Bob
refused a donation from our girls and requested the money go to your
organization instead.  Best of luck with your worthwhile organization.”    

Vicki and Brownie Troop 279 

“To everyone at CARE.  Thank you for loving all the animals.  I’m so
glad that there are people like you in this world who can share their
love and devote their time to the homeless animals.”                             

Karen

“…I came to visit CARE about 2 years ago…and was drawn to a cat
named Bossy and decided to adopt him.  I must say it was a great 
decision, he has become a wonderful part of my life – I don’t know
what I would do without him…Thank you for letting me bring a special
cat into my life.”                                                                             

Monica

“I just wanted to let you all know that the Shepherd mix puppy I
adopted from you is doing just fine, we just love him!...He’s adjusting
very well…I just wanted to let you all know that we are very grateful 
to all of you for letting us take this wonderful dog, and as Kody gets
bigger we’ll send pictures so you can see how he’s doing.”        

Margaret

Hunter UP-DATE

Many of you have asked how our
resident Hound-Dog is doing.  

If you don’t know Hunter, he was 
rescued a couple of years ago tied to a
tree on a short rope, near what
appeared to be an abandoned trailer.
He was only fed tomatoes, so the story
goes, was an emaciated 70 pounds,
had few teeth, and was diagnosed with
cancer shortly after his arrival at
C.A.R.E.  He was treated, as much as
possible, but was not expected to live
much beyond the summer of 2003. 

Well, here we are in 2005 and we’re
happy to report that Hunter is still
going strong; well, at least, he’s still
going.  He’s up to 120+ pounds, often
has the run of the place to the chagrin
of some of the other dogs and, we’ll
admit, sometimes gets fed treats
(including hamburgers which are usu-
ally swallowed whole) when Gloria is
not looking.  He recently had a tumor
removed from his cheek but was put
on antibiotics after the surgery and has
bounced back (literally) to his old self,
tolerating the puppies who jump on
him constantly and hiding his old (and
we do mean old) rawhide chews under
mounds of dirt until he gets the notion
for a good chew while laying in the
sun.

We like to think that Hunter is a lesson
in what a little love and attention can
do.  Hopefully, he’ll be around to share
many more days (and burgers) with
his friends at C.A.R.E.



A ‘Boo’-tiful Love Story   

Like hundreds of thousands of other kittens each year, Boo and
his siblings were abandoned. Fortunately, they couldn’t have
been left at a better place. The morning of June 30, a C.A.R.E.
volunteer found six, six-week-old kittens in a basket on the 
property.  The kittens were given medical care and love, and
several months later, the three survivors were ready for 
adoption.

Boo, a black-and-white tabby, first caught my attention as a
rambunctious little sport playing in the "Kitten Room." As a 

fairly new volunteer in the cat house, I had not planned to adopt
a pet. But several weeks later, Boo's clever way of tossing a
play mouse into the air, then doing a somersault before catching
it, vaulted him into my heart. I took him home October 26th.

Since that time, Boo has added water bottle caps and aluminum tinfoil balls to his juggling act. He enjoys 
watching from the comfort of an easy chair the ducks and sand cranes that visit the lake in his backyard, but
he’s happiest sitting next to his new mommy on the sofa, purring as I pet him.

This is just one of many successful C.A.R.E. adoptions. To become part of a beautiful love story yourself, 
visit us and take a look at all the wonderful kittens and cats here at the shelter waiting for a new home and
someone to love.
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Annie’s Cat House

Farewell to Illene

It is with deep regret that we say farewell to Ilene Lent, one of our senior cat
house caretakers. She has been with C.A.R.E. for a long time, first answering an
ad for a “new, no-kill animal shelter” that was opening and needed help.  She
has given countless hours and selfless devotion to the shelter since that first
day and has been an important part of the C.A.R.E. grow since then.  She will
be greatly missed by the people and the cats here at the shelter, though many
volunteers continue to keep in touch with her, her husband, and cats Binkie and
Callie.  Enjoy your retirement Ilene!

Support C.A.R.E.
Help Make a Difference
in the life of an animal.

Stacey Bell
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continued from front cover...
We knew that the goal of 300 was arbitrary, but could we have 
realistically done more?  In answering this, we’ve once again realized that:

1.  We are a small no-kill, all volunteer shelter with very real limitations
(space, volunteers, and finances).  To increase adoptions we will need to
intensify off-site adoptions, requiring more volunteers, transportable cages
for the animals, and a vehicle to transport everyone in.  We can only do so
much with our existing resources.

2.  We are not a “designer shelter” and do not merely process desirable
animals in and out. Many of the animals that we take in, other shelters
would euthanize. Many of our animals require medical care, training and
a lot of love to make them adoptable.

3.  We do not merely warehouse animals, nor do we concentrate solely
on “production goals” – we genuinely take care of each of our animals and
spend as much time as possible with potential new parents, trying to make
the best match possible – hopefully leading to long term and successful
adoptions.

So, we didn’t meet our 2004 adoption goal and hope that our members
and volunteers understand.  Please know that because of your continuing
contributions and volunteer efforts, our animal guests are well cared for
and loved while they’re with us, and that 220 of them DID find new homes
in 2004 through your hard work and CAREing!  All in all, it was a good year
for C.A.R.E., and a great year for those 220 dogs and cats that were
adopted.  We look forward to an even better year in 2005 and are hoping
to reach the lofty goal of 300 adoptions this year. 

2005 Memberships Now Available
The holidays are now over – it’s a new year with new challenges.
C.A.R.E. wants to move forward and help MORE animals this year and
what better way for you to help us out than by joining our organization, 
or renewing your membership, for 2005?  You know that C.A.R.E. takes 
in animals that often require considerable medical attention and 
rehabilitation before they can be adopted.  Do you know what it costs to
treat mange or heartworms? Do you know that our adoption prices often
do not cover the cost of medicating and treating an animal?  We can only
continue our work with your generosity, and by becoming a member of
C.A.R.E. you contribution can make a difference.  Our membership dues
this year remain the same, $30 for a general membership and $50 for a
premier membership, which includes a tee-shirt.  Please join us, or renew
your membership soon.

2004 Tax Preparations:
Please Remember

C.A.R.E. is a non-profit, 501c(3)
organization, and you may be able to
deduct your contributions, financial
donations, volunteer mileage, etc.
from your 2004 returns if you itemize
your deductions!  Please check the
IRS publications or ask your 
accountant or tax return preparer
about these possible deductions. If
you don’t have anyone to prepare
your return, why not call Lanese and
Associates at 701 Del Webb Blvd in
Sun City Center for assistance?
They are CPAs, animal lovers and
C.A.R.E. supporters and may be
reached at 813-634-9296. 

VOLUNTEERS
by Betsy Hinderliter

As you know, C.A.R.E. is a nonprofit,
volunteer-driven organization.  This
means to continue and grow we
always need more volunteers.  Simply
put, without our volunteers we could
not function.  We offer many different
volunteer opportunities:  Cleaning dog
kennels and cattery, feeding, 
grooming and socializing animals,
gardening and yard work, office work
and special fundraising events.  

Many of our volunteers work  a set
schedule while others come in when
they have extra time.  Most work is
done in the earlier part of the day
between 8 AM and 12 N, Monday
through Sunday.  Volunteering is not
only fun, it is rewarding.

If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer with C.A.R.E. stop by the
office any Saturday morning for a tour,
call me at 813-645-2273, or see any
volunteer working on Tuesday-Friday
and leave your name and number
and I’ll get back to you.

Join C.A.R.E. Today!



Goldie was the first dog that C.A.R.E. admitted.  She was a nine
year old Lab mix when she came to us in 2000.  We don’t know
much about her first nine years but she was a loving, gentle dog
while here and was the first of many older dogs we have taken in
since.  She was eventually adopted by Mr. Novak, who knew that
he was getting an older dog who would not live as long as a
puppy, but reports that she was a wonderful companion and
touched many hearts during her stay with him.  Goldie passed
away in November, but will be remembered fondly by those 
volunteers who cared for her while she was with us. 

Goldie’s Story

1528 27th Street S.E. 
Ruskin, Florida 33570 

Phone 813-645-CARE (2273)
Fax 813-645-4022 

info@careshelter.org

www.careshelter.org 

C.A.R.E. Highlights

We have a new email address.
Please send any email to: 

info@careshelter.org


